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Dear Scouting Family, 

Congratulations! Your son has been elected, by his peers, as a candidate for the honorary camping 

society of the Boy Scouts of America, the Order of the Arrow (OA). The OA is a national brotherhood of 

honor Scouts that was originated in 1915. 

Candidates for the Order of the Arrow are chosen not only for what they have done, but also for what 

they are expected to do in serving the welfare of others. Because your son was selected for candidacy by 

the unique method of being elected by his peers, we are certain that he is worthy of this honor. 

Your son must now participate in an Ordeal weekend (assembly) within one year of the date of his 

election. Our Lodge has two Ordeal weekends per year: spring and fall at Lost Pine Scout Reservation, 

Bastrop. The Ordeal offers a unique opportunity for him to reflect on his personal commitment to the 

principles of the Scout Oath and Law. The weekends will also allow him to become acquainted with the 

principles and purposes of the Order of the Arrow. The Ordeal must be completed by each new 

candidate and is a meaningful and inspiring experience that will not be soon forgotten. 

Induction into the Order of the Arrow will open many new doors for your son. Our Lodge participates in 

many events every year such as the OA Section Conclaves, National Order of the Arrow Conference 

(NOAC), and various fellowship weekends. In addition, the OA provides some of the most valuable youth 

leadership training and opportunities available. These opportunities will build upon the knowledge your 

son has already received during his Scouting experience. This is truly an exciting time for you and your 

son. Once again, congratulations. 

Sincerely, 

Richard South, Lodge Adviser 



Order of the Arrow - Tonkawa Lodge 
About the Order 

 

 
Purpose 

 To recognize those campers – Scouts, Varsity – who best exemplify the Scout Oath and Law in 

their daily lives and by such recognition that causes other campers to conduct themselves in 

such a manner as to warrant recognition. 

 To develop and maintain camping traditions and spirit. 

 To promote Scout camping, which reaches its greatest effectiveness as a part of the unit’s 

camping program, both year-round and in the summer camp, as directed by the camping 

committee of the council. 

 To crystallize the Scout habit of helpfulness into a life of purpose of leadership in cheerful 

service to others. 

History 

The Order of the Arrow was founded in the summer of 1915. It grew out of a desire to emphasize that 

the good Scout camper is not only proficient in the skills of Scout craft, but also practices the principles 

of the Scout Oath and Law. It was intended to make these Scout principles more effective in the lives of 

Scout campers. It focuses particular attention on making cheerfulness, service, and brotherhood realities 

to a boy. A unit chooses from their camping members, those who best exemplify these traits, to become 

a member of the Order of the Arrow. 

What is the Order of the Arrow? 

It is a society of Boy Scouts that function as a part of the regular camping program of the Boy Scouts of 

America. Its foremost purpose is to promote and enrich Scout camping. The Arrow members in a local 

Scout council form a Lodge (used as in Indian tradition in the sense of the hunting lodge of the council 

lodge). Elements of Indian tradition are used in the Order of the Arrow ceremonies for the dramatic 

effect. However, the Indian aspects of the Order should never obscure its objectives. One becomes a 

member not so much for what he has done, but for what he is expected to do. 

Eligibility 

To become a member, a young man (under the age of 21) must be a registered Scout in a unit, have 

experienced 15 days and nights of camping – which included one long term camp (summer camp) -, 

have achieved the rank of First Class, and be approved by his Scoutmaster. For an adult to become a 

member, he/she must be nominated by the unit committee, with the similar camping experiences. 

Website:  www.tonkawa99.org 

www.tonkawa99.org
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Letter to the Candidate 

 

 
Dear newly-elected Candidate, 

Congratulations on your election! You are now eligible to take upon yourself the Ordeal experience. The Ordeal must be 

completed within one year from the date of your election. This year’s assemblies will be: 

 Spring April 30 – May 2, 2010  Lost Pines Scout Ranch, Bastrop 

 Fall October 1 – 3, 2010  Lost Pines Scout Ranch, Bastrop 

The induction weekend starts with registration at LPSR Dining Hall at 6:00 P.M. on Friday night and concludes with the 

Jumpstart program, around noon on Sunday morning. The entire weekend is mandatory for the Ordeal. Exceptions to 

this are only with the approval by the Lodge Advisor. At the end of the Ordeal on Sunday you will receive your pocket 

flap, OA handbook, card and pertinent information about the Lodge and what’s next for you as a new member. 

For the Ordeal induction, you will need the following: (Be Prepared for inclement weather!)

A COPY of your original Class 1, 2 or 3 (if Adult over 40) Medical Form. It will not be 

returned and must be turned in at Sign-In along with your Registration Form. 

for Friday niÇÈÔȣ 

 Tarp or Rain gear or poncho 

 Sleeping Bag or bedroll 

 Sharp pocketknife 

 Wear work clothes & gloves 

 Wear heavy footwear/boots 

 Water / Bottle

For those of you that are dropped off and do not have a vehicle to leave your Saturday gear in, we will have a 

άǇŀŎƪ ƭƛƴŜέ CǊƛŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƴƛƴƎ Ƙŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ tŀŎƪκōŀƎΦ 

ÆÏÒ 3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙ ÁÎÄ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȣ 

 Complete Boy Scout Uniform 

 Tent / sleeping gear 

 Toiletries and shower articles 

 Change of clean clothes 

 Regular camping items 

 Spending $$ for OA Trading Post 

The cost for the induction weekend will be $35.00 and includes an Order of the Arrow sash, OA 
Handbook, Lodge flap, Lodge dues for one year, and meals for the weekend.  

NOTE: EVERYONE must register via the website (www.tonkawa99.org) on or before the Wednesday 
before the assembly. Failure to do so will result in an additional $10 charge at the door. The All-Vigil-
Kitchen staff must have an accurate count of attendees for the assembly.  

So, please look for the “Assembly Registration” information at www.tonkawa99.org and register for the 
Assembly as a Candidate. If you have any questions, please contact your appropriate Chapter Chief, 
Chapter Advisor, or your OA Troop/Team Representative. 

Yours in Brotherhood, 

James McMahon, Lodge Chief 

Make sure all of these items in  
one HAND CARRIED BAG for  
Friday night only!  

Bring these items are in another  
bag or packédo not combine 

with ñFRIDAYò bag. 

http://www.tonkawa99.org/

